
The highest unemployment rates in the CIS are currently found among 
Youth. Some countries will see a decrease in the number of working-
age population in the coming years, while in others the same group 
will significantly grow with a large influx of the youth thus producing an 
excess supply in the labor market

Migration can serve as an important role as a stabilising force that 
helps combat poverty, as well as a flexible instrument for integrating 
CIS countries into the international labour market. Host countries 
face challenges, however, with the social integration of migrant 
populations

Key factors that have an impact on the living conditions of the youth 
and young families in the CIS member countries include low incomes, 
insufficient housing per capita, a higher risk of poverty of young families 
with children

Contributing to the social development of youth, reducing asocial 
behaviour risks, and creating the necessary conditions for their 
successful social inclusion are critical tasks requiring special attention 
from CIS member-states

Youth participation in policy development and decision-making 
processes at the national level is key to the successful and effective 
implementation in CIS countries of youth policies that reflect the 
interests of young people, protect their rights and would eventually have 
an impact on their lives
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Migration intensity among Youth in 2012
(Net international migration per 10,000 people aged 15-29)
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Young migrants by age group
(Percentage of total migrants in the indicated age group, 
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Members of national parliaments by age and gender
(Total persons, as of 31 December 2013)
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Males aged 35 and younger Females aged 35 and younger
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Sources of livelihood for Youth
(Percentage of total population aged 15-29*)

55
50
45
40
35
30
25
20
15
10

5
0

Azerbaijan 
(2009)

Armenia 
(2011)

Belarus 
(2009)

Kazakhstan 
(2009)

Kyrgyzstan 
(2009)

Russia  
(2010)

Ukraine 
(2001)

�mployment State allowances and benefits Dependent on another individual

* Source: Census data

Azerbaijan

Belarus

Kazakhstan

Kyrgyzstan

Russia

Uzbekistan



Over the past two decades, significant demographic changes in 
countries belonging to the Commonwealth of Independent States 
(CIS) have heightened intraregional differences when it comes to 
population dynamics

Youth desires and opportunities, both economic and social, to 
marry and have children are key factors in the demographic changes 
occurring in the CIS region

Youth in CIS countries face a high risk of death due to external causes

Improvements in youth health, in particular reproductive health, 
should become a policy priority for CIS countries

CIS countries have attained literacy rates of nearly 100 per cent 
for Youth aged 15-24 as well as high levels of secondary education 
enrolment 

Abortions among young women in 2012
(Per 1,000 women in the indicated age group)
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Incidence of tuberculosis in 2012
(Number of newly diagnosed cases per 100,000 people  
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Azerbaijan (2009) ... 51.7 ... ... ... 3.7 0.4

Armenia (2011) 78.2 72.3 19.5 37.1 8.5 10.3 1.0

Kazakhstan (2009) 364.2 257.2 251.8 185.3 72.2 57.9 2.4
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Moldova (2004) 86.7 60.2 43.9 1.1 0.2 19.9 1.1
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Age-specific fertility rates in CIS countries in 2012
(Number of live births per 1,000 women in the indicated age group)

Population by age groups
(Percentage of total population, 2012)
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Suicides among Youth in 2012
(Number of deaths per 100,000 people aged 15-29, by gender)
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Note: Different X-axis scales were used for male deaths and female deaths.

Causes of mortality among Youth in 2012 
(Number of deaths per 100,000 people  

aged 15-29, by gender)
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